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PREFACE, 
‘TO ALL THAT BOVE THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL. 


THIS publication is intended as an antidote againft that general 
defection, from the true doétrine and fpirit of the gofpel, now pass- 
ing in New-England, under the title of Hopkinfianism ; a defec- 
tion which every true chriilian muft tremble at, and which earneft- 
ly calls upon us, to feek for the old paths, and walk inthem. I 
have always confidered old divinity preferable to modern novel- 
ties, and have often difcovered the dangerous tendency of following 
fuch devices, which lead men from the fimplicity of the gofpel. 
This work is offered to you, with a confiderable affurance of your 
cordial approbation, becaufe it will be enriched from the writings 
of the moft eminent European divines, and from the beft Englifh 
writers. Dr Sibbs, and the Rev. Auguftus Toplady, fpeak the 
general fentiments of the Editor, and he wifhes to promote the 
reprinting of their writings ; but till that can be accomplifhed, he 
will publifh extracts from thefe favourite authors in this work, 
Such a publication as I now offer to you, has been confidered 
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a defidtratum in England, and I had for fome time meditated 
an intention of eftablifhing the Spiritual Magazine, but never 
till now, had fo fuitable an opportunity. 

If it be the means of fpreading the good old wine of the king- 
dom, which was once the glory of Europe, fo that the name of 
God is glorified, and the church built up on her moft holy faith, 
the defign of publifhing it will be fully anfwered, and the Editor 
will confider himfelf moft gracioufly rewardei. 

The Gofpel Treafury may the more freely be recommended, 
as it will never contain any reflections on them, who only differ on 
outward ceremonies, or Church Government; as the Epifcopalians, 
Independents, Prefbyterians, or Baptifts, if found in the effential 
doétrines of the gofpel, and act according to their profeflion, 
‘will always be confidered,. by the Editor, as worfhippers of one 
Lord Jefus ; andamong fuch it will be his ftudy, to keep the unity 
of the Spirit,in the bonds of peace. But falfe doctrine and herefy 
muft not be winked at; whatever party fhall be propagaters of 
errors under the name of Chriftianity, in the ftrength of the Lord, 
will be faithfully expofed. The valiant Toplady was editor of a 
fimilar work, publifhed in London, under the title of the Gofpel 
Magazine; and for fome years, that refpectable work was of 
great ufe, in defending the truth againft the errors publifhed by 
Welley, though at prefent it is degenerated into the Sandemanian 
and Antinomian errors. When the marrow of modern divinity 
was firft publifhed in Scotland, it met with confiderable oppofition, 
from two oppofite parties; it muft be expeéted that this work will 
meet with fimilar adverfaries, as the doétrine of Chrift, like Chrift 
himfelf, is crucified between two thieves—Arminianifm and An- 
tinomianifm, 

To repeat what was exprefled in the Profpectus, this publica- 
tion is intended for the revival of the effential doctrines of the 
gofpei,-and as an antidote againft the poifonous errors now prop- 
agated.in the world. No pieces will be allowed infertion, which 
effentially deviate from the do@rines fuccefsfully maintained by. 
Lnther, the reformer, and fo extenfively. preached by that emi- 
nent fervant of God, George Whitefield, and further inculcat- 
ed in this new world, by the Rev. S. Davies, Prefident of New- 
Jerfey College. 

Wherever thofe doétrines are preached, we may expect the 
blefling of God to attend them ; but all reformations, where they 
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are denied, are nothing more than varnifhed hypocrify. The 
Editor profefles to be a friend of truth and liberty ; how far this 
publication may prove the fincerity of his profeffion, the public 
will have an opportunity of judging ; and he is willing to leave the 
fuccefs of it to the God of truth, who worketh all things accord- 


ing tothe council of his own will. 


As 1 with to give a tran{parent view of my fentiments, and to 
free myfelf from dark difguife, I ingenuoufly confefs, that I pre- 
fer Ridgley’s Body of Divinity, to Hopkins’s Syftem ; and Stod- 
dard, Mather and Willard, in my apprehenfion, are founder 
divines than Edwards or Emmons. 

I am aware that thefe fentiments are unpopular in this part of 
the country ; but may we not fafely attribute the degeneracy of 
the times, to a fad departure from found doétrine? Let us, there- 
fore, fearch and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. 
Though the Editor profeffes to favour experimental and practical 
religion, he wifhes it to be obferved, that he is averfe to every 
tincture of enthufiafm and delufion, believing it to be as oppo/ite to 
the true fpirit of chriftianity, as formality and dry fpeculation. 
On that point, I agree with Cowper, in the character of fome 


‘modern religionifts, extracted from Hayley’s life of Cowper. “ 


fay amen with all my heart, to your obfervations on religious 
charaGers. Men, who profefs themfelves adepts in mathematical 
knowledge, in aftronomy, or jurifprudence, are generally as well 
qualified as they would appear. The reafon may be, that they 
are always liable to detection, fhould they attempt to impofe upon 
mankind, and therefore take care to be what they pretend. In 
religion alone, a profeflion is often {lightly taken up, and flovenly 
carried on, becaufe, forfooth, candour and charity require us to 
hope the beft, and to judge favourably of our neighbour; and 
becaufe it is eafy to deceive the ignorant, who are a great Majori- 
ty upon this fubje&. Let a man attach himfelf to a particular 
party, contend furioufly for what are properly called evangelical 
doctrines, and enlift himfelf under the banner of fome popular 
preacher, and the bufinefs is done. | 

“ Behold a chriftian, a faint, a Phenix ! In the mean time, per: 


haps, his heart and his temper, and even his condué, are unfancti- 


fied ; poflibly lefs exemplary than thofe of fome avowed infidels. 


No matter, he can talk—he has the Shibboleth of the true church— 


the Bible in his pocket, and a head well ftored with notions 
‘ 
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But the quiet, humble, modest, and peaceable perfon, who is, in 
his practice, what the other is on!y in his profeffion ; who hates 
a noife, and therefore makes none ; who, knowing the {nares that 
are in the world, keeps himfelf as much out of it as he can, and 
never enters it but when duty calls, and even then with fear and 
trembling,—is the chriftian that will always ftand higheft in the 
eftimation of thofe who bring all characters to the teft of true 
wifdom, and judge of the-tree by its fruit.” 

Should any profit arife from this work, it will be appropriated 
to the fpread of the gofpel in America, as the Editor fuppofes, that 
in the prefent flate of religion. this will be a more probable field of 
ufefulnefs than China or the Eaft Indies, where the Englifh are 
now fupporting miflionaries. 

This work will occafionally contain memoirs of eminent charac- 
ters ; but this number will be principally devoted to divulge the 
principal doctrines intended to be maintained, and the general 
tendency of thé work. Having thus laid open my mind relative to 
this new publication, I conclude with a humble defire to the God 
of falvation, that he would bless it, to the promotion of his own 
gracious purpofes, in calling finners from darkneis to light, and 
tranflating them from the kingdom of Satan, into the kingdom of 
God’s dear Son. 


G. S. WHITE. 
Frrerown, (Mass.) Dec. 1812. 


The Conjession of the Faith and Doctrine believed and profeffed by 


the Proteflants of Scotland, exbibited to the Effates of Parliament, 
1560. : 


I. OF GOD. 


WE confefs and acknowledge one only God, to whom only we 
mult cleave, whom only we muft ferve, whom only we muft wor- 
ihip, and in whom only we muift put our truft : Who is Eternal, 
Infinite, Unmeafurable, Incomprehenfible, Omnipotent, Invifible, 
one in fubftance, and yet diftin@ in three Perfons, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoft : By whom we confefs and believe all 
things in heaven and earth, as well vifible as invifible, to have 
been created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and 
guided by his infcrutable Providence, to fuch ends, as his Eternal 
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Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Juftice hath appointed them, to the mani- 
feftation of his own glory. 


2. OF THE CREATION OF MAN. 


We confefs and acknowledge, this our God to have created 
man, to wit, our firft Father, Adam, to his own Image and Sim- 
ilitude, to whom he gave Wifdom, Lordfhip, Juitice, Free-will, 
and clear Knowledge of himielf, fo that in the whole nature of 
man, there could be noted no imperfeétion. From which honour 
and perfection, man and woman did both fall: The woman being 
deceived by the ferpent, and man obeying the voice of the wo- 
man, both confpiring again{t the Sovereign Majefty of God, who 
in exprefs words had before threatened death, if they prefumed to 
eat of the forbidden tree, | 


3, OF ORIGINAL SIN. 


By which tranfgreflion, commonly called Original Sin, was the 
Image of God utterly defaced in man ; and he and his poiterity 
of nature become enemies to God, flaves to Satan, and fervants 
to fin: inasmuch that death everlafling hath had, and {hall 
have power and dominion over all that have not been, are not, or 
fhall not be regenerated from above, which regeneration is 
wrought by the power of the Holy Ghoft, working in the hearts 
of the Eleét of God an affured faith in the promife of God, re- 
vealed to us in-his Word, by which faith we apprehend Chrilt 
Jefus, with the graces and benefits promifed in him. 


4- OF THE REVELATION OF THE PROMISE. 


For this we conftantly believe, that God, after the fearful and 
horrible defection of man from his obedience, did feek Adam 
again, call upon him, rebuke his fin, conviét of the fame, and in 
the end made unto him a molt joyful promife, to wit, that the 
Seed of the Woman fhould break down the Serpent’s head, that 
is, he fhould deftroy the work of the Devil. Which promife, as 
it was repeated, and made more clear from time to time ; fo was 
it embraced with joy, and moft conftantly received of all the 
faithful, from Adam to Noe, from Noe to Abraham, from Abra- 
ham to David, and fo forth to the incarnation of Chrift Jefus ; all 
(we mean the faithful fathers under the law) did fee the joyful 
day of Chrift Jefus, and did rejoice, 


§- THE CONTINUANCE, INCREASE AND PRESERVATION OF 
THE CHURCH. 


We moft conftantly believe, that God preferved, inftructed, 
multiplied, honoured, decored, and from death called to life his 
Church in all ages, from Adam, till the coming of Chrilt Jefus 
in the fiefh. For Abraham he called from his Father’s Country, 
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him he inftructed, his Seed he multiplied, the fame he marvelloufly 
preferved, and more marvelloufly delivered from the bondage and 
tyranny of Pharaoh ; to them he gave his laws, conftitutions and 
ceremonies ; them he poffeffed in the land of Canaan ; to them 
after Judges, and after Saul, he gave David to be king, to whom 
he made promife, that of the fruit of his loins fhould one fit forever 
upon his regal feat To this fame people from time to time he 
fent prophets, to reduce them to the right way of their God: 
From the which oftentimes they declined by idolatry. And 
albeit that for their ftubborn contempt of juftice, he was compell- 
ed to give them in the hands of their enemies, as before was 
threatened by the mouth of Mofes, in fo much that the holy city 
was deftroyed, the temple burat with fire, and the whole land 
left defolate the fpace of 70 years. Yet of mercy did he reduce 
them againto Jerufalem, where the city and temple were re-edi- 
fied, and they againft all temptations and affaults of Satan did 
abide, till the Meffias came, according to the promife. 


6. OF THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST JESUS. 


When the fulnefs of time came, God fent his Son, his eternal 
Wifdom, the Subftance of his own glory, in this world, who took 
the nature of man-head of the fubltance of womin, to wit, ofa 
virgin, and that by operation of the Holy Ghoft: And fo was 
born the juft feed of David, the Angel of the great Counfel of 
God, the very Meffias promifed, whom we confefs and acknowl- 
edge Emmanuel, very God and very Man, two perfect Natures 
united and joined in one Perfon. By which our confeflion, we 
condemn the damnable and peftilent herefies of Arius, Marcion, 
Eutyches, Neftorius, and fuch others, as either did deny the eter- 
nity of his Godhead, or the verity of his human nature, or con- 
founded them, or yet divided them. 


7» WHY IT BEHOVED THE MEBIATOR TO BE VERY GOD 
AND VERY MAN. 


We acknowledge and confefs, that this moft wondrous conjune- 
tion between the Godhead and the manhead in Chrift Jefus, did 
proceed from the eternal and immutable decree of God, from 
which all our falvation {prings and depends. 


8. ELECTION. 


For that fame eternal God and Father, who of mere grace 
elected usin Chrift Jefus his Son, before the foundation of the 
world was laid, appointed him to be our Head, our Brother, our 
Paftor, and great Bifhop of our fouls. But becaufe that the en- 
mity between the juftice of God and our fins was fuch, that no 
fleth by itfelf could or might have attained unto God: It behov- 
ed that the Son of God fhould ¢sfcend unto us, and take to him- 
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felf a body of our body, flefh of our flefh, and bone of our bones, 
and fo become the Mediator between God and man, giving power 


to fo many as believe in him to be the fons of God, as himfelf 


doth witnefs: 1 pafs up to my Father, and unto your Father, to 
my God, and your God. By which moft holy fraternity, what- 
foever we have loft in Adam, is reftored unto us again.. And for 
this caufe, are we not afraid to call God our Father; not fo 
much becaufe he hath created us, (which we have common with 
the reprobate) as for that, that he hath given to us his only Son, 
to be our Brother, and given unto us grace, to acknowledge and 
embrace him for our only Mediator, as before is faid. It behoved 
further the Meffias and Redeemer to be very God, and very man ; 
becaufe he was to underly the punifhment due for our tranferes- 
fions, and to prefent himfelf in the prefence of his Father’s judg- 
ment, as in our perfon, to fuffer for our tranfgreffion and difobe- 
dience, by death to overcome him that was author of death. But 
becaufe the only godhead could not fuffer death, neither yet could 
the only manhead overcome the fame, he joined both together in 
one perfon, that the imbecility of the one fhould fuffer, and be 
fubject to death, (which we have deferved) and the infinite, and 
invincible power of the other, to wit, of the Godhead, fhould 
triumph and purchafe to us life, liberty and perpetual victory : 
And fo we confefs, and moft undoubtedly believe. 


Q. CHRIST’S DEATH, PASSION AND BURIAL. 


That our Lord Jefus offered himfelf a voluntary facrifice unto 
his Father for us—that he fuffered contradiétion of finners—that 
he was wounded and plagued for our tranfgreflions—that he, be- 
ing the clean, innocent Lamb of God, was damned in the prefence 
of an earthly judge, that we fhould be abfolved before the tribu- 
nal feat of our God. ‘That he fuffered not only the cruel death 
of the crofs, (which was accurfed by the fentence of God) but alfo 
that he fuffered for a feafon the wrath of his Father, which {inners 
had deferved. But yet we avow that he remaineth no other fac- 
rifice for fin ; which if any affirm, we nothing doubt to avow that 
they are blafphemous againft Chrift’s death, and the everlafting 
purgation and fatisfaction purchafed to us by the fame. 


IO. OF His RESURRE@TION. 


We undoubtedly believe, that infomuch as it was impofiible 
that the dolours of death fhould retain in bondage the Author of 
life, that our Lord Jefus crucified, dead and buried, who defcend- 
ed into hell, did rife again for our juftification, and deftroying of 
him who was the author of death, brought life again to us, that 
were fubject to death, and to the bondage of the fame. We know 
that his refurrection was confirmed by the teftimony of his very 
etiemies, by the refurrection of the dead, whofe fepulchres did 
open, and they did rife, and appear to many without the city o! 
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Jerufalem. It was alfo confirmed by the teftimony of his angels, 
and by the fenfes and judgments of his apoftles, and of others, 
who had converfaticn and did eat and drink with him after his 
re{urrection. 

: II. OF HIS ASCENSION. 


We nothing doubt, but the felf fame body, which was born of 
the virgin, was crucified, dead, and buried, and which did rife 
again, did afcend into the heavens, for the accomplifhment of all 
things : wherein our names, and for our comfort, he hath receiv- 
ed all power in heaven and earth, where he fitteth at the right 
hand of the Father, inaugurate in his kingdom, Advocate and on- 
ly Mediator for us. hich glory, honour, and prerogative he 
alone amongft the brethren fhall poffefs, till that all his enemies 
be made his footftool, as that we undoubtedly believe they fhall 
be in the final judgment. To the execution whereof, we certainly 
believe, that the fame our Lord Jefus fhall as vifibly return, as 
that he was feento afcend. Andthen we firmly believe, that the 
time of refrefhing and reftitution of all things fhall come, info- 
much that thefe that from the beginning have fuffered violence, 
injury and wrong, for righteoufnefs’ fake. fhall inherit that bleffed 
immortality promifed from the beginning. But contrariwife the 
ftubborn, difobedient, cruel oppreffors, filthy perfons, idolaters, 
and all fuch forts of unfaithful, fhall be caft in the dungeon.of ut- 
ter darknefs, where the worm fhall not die, neither yet their fire 
fhall be extinguifhed. The remembrance of which day, and of 
the judgment to be executed in the fame, is not only to us a bri- 
dle, whereby our carnal lufts are refrained, but alio fuch ineftima- 
ble comfort, that neither may the threatening of worldly princes, 
neither yet the fear of temporal death, and prefent danger, move 
us to reaounce and forfake that blefled fociety, which we the mem- 
bers have with our Head and only Mediator, Chrift Jefus, whom 
we confefs and avow to be the Meffias promifed, the only Head of 
his Church, our juft Lawgiver, our only High Prielt, Advocate, 
and Mediator. In which honors and offices, if man or angel pre- 
fume to intrude themfelves, we utterly deteft and abhor them, as 
blafphemous to our Sovereign and fupreme Governor, Chrift Jefus. 


12. OF FAITH IN THE HOLY GHOST: 


This faith and the affurance of the fame, proceeds not from flefh 
and blood, that is to fay, from no natural powers.within us, but ts 
the infpiration of the Holy Gholt : whom we confefs God equal with 
the Father, and with his Son, who fanctifieth us, and bringeth us in 
all verity by his own operation, without whom we fhould remain 
forever enemies toGod, and ignorant of his Son Chrilt Jefus. For 
of nature we are fo dead, fo blind, and fo perverfe that neither can 
we fee] when we are pricked, fee the light when it fhines, nor aflent 
to the will of God when it is revealed, except the Spirit of the 
Lord Jefus quicken that which is dead, remove the darknefs from 
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our mitids ; and bow our ftubborn hearts to the obedience of his 
bleffed will. And fo as we confefs that God the Father created 
us, when we were not ; as his Son, our Lord Jefus, redeemed us, 
when we were enemies tohim ; fo alfo do we confefs, that the Holy 
Ghoft doth sanctify and regenerate us, without all refpeé of any 
merit proceeding from‘us ; be it before, or be it after our regener- 
ation. To {peak this one thing yet in more plain words ; as we 
willingly fpoil ourfelves of all honour, and glory of our own crea- 
tion and redemption, {fc do we alfo of our regeneration and fancti- 
fication: for of ourfelves we are not fufficient to think a good 
thought ; but he who hath begun the work in us, is only he that 


continueth us in the fame, to the praife and glory of his undeferv- 
ed grace. 


13. THE CAUSE OF GOOD WORKS. 


So that the caufe of good works we confefs to be, not our free 
will, but the Lord Jefus, who dwelling in our hearts by true faith, 
bringing forth fuch works, as God hath prepared for us to walk 
in. For this we mutt boldly affirm, that it is blafphemy to fay, 
that Chriit abideth in the hearts of fuch, in whom there is no {pirit 
of fanctification: And therefore we fear not to affirm, that murder- 
ers, oppreffors, cruel perfecutors, adulterers, whoremongers, filthy 
perfons, idolaters, drunkards, thieves, and all workers of iniquity, 
have neither true faith, nor any portion of the Spirit of the Lord 
Jefus, fo long as obftinately they continue in their wickednefs. 
For fo foon asthe Spirit of the Lord Jefus (which God’s elec& 
children receive by true faith) taketh poffeffion in the heart of any 
man, fo foon doth he regenerate and renew the fame man: {fo that 
he beginneth to hate that which before he loved, and beginneth to 
love that which before he hated: And from thence cometh that 
continual battle, which is between the flefh and the Spirit in God’s 
children : Still the flefh and natural man, according to its own cor- 
- ruption, lufteth for things pleafant and deleétable unto the felf, and 
grudgeth in adverfity, is lifted up in profperity, and at every mo- 
ment is prone and ready to offend the Majefty of God. But the 
Spirit of God which giveth witneffing to our fpirit, that we are 
the fors of God, maketh us to refift filthy pleafures, and to groan 
in God’s prefence for deliverance from this bondage of corruption. 
And finally, to triumph over fin, that it reign not in our mortal 
bodies. This battle hath not the carnal man, being deftitute of 
God’s Spirit, but doth follow and obey fin with greedinefs, and 
without repentance, even as the devil, and their corrupt lufts do 
prick them. But the fons of God, as before is faid, do fight 
againft fin, do fob and mourn, when they perceive themfelves 
tempted in iniquity ; and if they fall, they rife again with earneft 
and unfeigned repentance, and thefe things they do not by their 
own power, but by the power of the Lord Jefus, without whom 
they were able to do oy: 
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15. WHAT WORKS ARE REPUTED GOOD BEFORE GOD. 


We confefs and acknowledge, that God hath given man big 
holy law, in which not only are forbidden all fuch works, as dif- 
pleafe and offend his Godly Majefty, but alfo are commanded all 
fuch as pleafe him, and as he hath promifed to reward : and thefe 
works be of two forts :—The one is done to the honour of God ; 
the other, to the profit of our neighbours : and both have the reveal- 
ed will of God for their affurance : To have one God, to worfhip 
and honour him, to cali.upon him in all our troubles, to reverence 
his holy name, to hear his word, to believe the fame, to communi- 
cate with his holy facraments, are the works ot the fir table. To 
honour father, mother, ‘princes, rulers, and fuperior powers: to 
love them, to fupport them, yea, to obey their charges (not repugn- 
ing to the commandment of God) to fave the lives of innocents, 
to reprefs tyranny, to defend the oppreffled, to keep: our bodies clean 
and holy, to live in fobernefs and temperance, to deal juftly with 
all men both in word and deed ; and finally, to reprefs all appe- 
tite of our neighbour’s hurt ; are the good works of the fecond 
table, which are moft pleafing and acceptable unto God, as thefe 
works that are commanded by himfelf. The contrary whereof 
is fin moft odious, which always difpleafeth him, and provoketh 
him to anger: As not to call upon him alone when we have 
need ; nor to hear his word with reverence, to contemn and de- 
{pife it ; to have, or to worfhip idols, to maintain and defend idol- 
atry ; lightly to efteem the reverend name of God ; to profane, 
abufe, or contemn the Sacraments of Chrift Jefus ; to difobey or 
refift any that God hath placed in authority, (while they pafs not 
over the bounds of their office) to murder, or to confent thereto ; 
to bear hatred,. or to fuffer innocent blood to be fhed, if we may 
withftandit. And finally, the tranfgreflion of any other com- 
'mandment, who in his law hath exprefled what the things be that 
pleafe him.—And evil works we affirm not only thefe that exprefs- 
ly are done againft God’s commandment, but thefe alfo that in 
matter of religion, and worthipping of God, have no other affur- 
ance, but the invention and opinion of man, which God from the 
beginning hath ever rejected, as the prophet Efau, and by our 
Matter Chrift Jefus we are taught in their words, In vain do they 
worthip me, teaching for doctrines, the precepts of men. 


16. OF THE PERFECTION OF THE LAW AND THE IMPERFEC- 
TION OF MAN. 


The Law of God we confefs and acknowledge mott just, moft 
equal, molt holy, and moft perfect, commanding thofe things, 
which being wrought in perfection, “ere able to give life, and able 
to bring man to eternal felicity. But our nature isfo corrupt, fo 
weak and fo imperfe@, that we are never able to fulfil the works of 
the law in perfection. Yea, tf we fay we have no fin, even after 
we are regenerated, we deceive ourfelves, and the verity of God 
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isnotinus. And therefore it behoveth us to apprehend Chrift 
Jefus with his juftice and fatisfaction, who is the end and 
accomplifhment of the law, by whom we are fet at this liberty, 
that the curfe and maledidtion of God fall not upon us, albeit we 
fulfil not the fame in all points. For God the Father, beholding 
us in the body of his Son Chrift Jefus, accepteth our imperfect 
Obedience, as it were perfect ; and covers our works, which 
are defiled with many fpots, with the juftice, of his Son. 
We do not mean that we are fo set at liberty, that we 
owe no obedience to the law, (for that before we have plainly 
confefled) but this we affirm, that no man in earth (Chrift Jefus 
only excepted) hath given, gives, or fhall give in work, that obe- 
dience to the law, which the law requires. But when we have 
done al] things, we muft fall down and unfeignedly confefs, that 
Wwe are unprofitable fervants. And, therefore, whofoever boaft 
themfelves of merits of their own works, or put their truft in the 
works of fupererogation, boaft themfelves in that which is nought, 
and put their truft in damnable idolatry. 


17. OF THE CHURCH. 


As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Gholt, fo 
do we moft conftantly believe, that from the beginning there hath 
been, and now is, and to the end of the world fhall be, one Church, 
that is to fay, one company and multitude of men chofen of God, 
who rightly worfhip and embrace him, by true faith in Chrift 
Jefus, who is the only head of the fame Church, which alfo is the 
body and {poufe of Chrift Jefus, which Church is catholic, that is, 
univerfal, becaufe it containeth the elec of all ages, of all realms, 
Nations, and tongues, be they of the Jews, or be they of the Gen- 
tiles, who have communion and fociety with God the Father, and 
with his Son Chrift Jefus, through the fanctification of his Holy 
Spirit; and therefore itis called the communion, not of profane 
perfons, but of faints, who as citizens of the heavenly Jerufalem, 
have the fruition of the moft ineftimable benefits, to wit, of one 
God, one Lord Jefus, one faith, and one baptifm; out of which 
church, there is neither life, nor eternal felicity. 

And therefore we utterly abhorthe blafphemy of them that 
affirm, that men, which live according to equity and juftice, fhall 
be faved, what religion that ever they have profefled. For as 
without Chrift Jefus, there is neither lite nor falvation, fo fhall 
there none be participant thereof, but fuch as the Father hath 
given unto his Son Chrift Jefus, and thefe that in time come unto 
him, avow his doétrine, and believe into him, (we comprehend the 
children with the faithful parénts :) this church is invifible, known 
only to God, who alone knoweth whom he hath chofen, and 
comprehendeth as well (as faid is) the ele&t that be departed, 
commonly called, the church triumphant, as thofe that yet live and 
fight againft fin and Satan, and fhall live hereafter. 
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18. ©F FHE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOULS. 


The elect departed are in peace, and reft from their labours 3 
not that they fleep, and come to a certain oblivion, as fome phan- 
taftics do affirm, but that they are delivered from a!l fear and tor- 
ment, and all temptation, to which we and all God’s eleét are fubjec& 
in this life ; and therefore do bear the name of the church militant. 
As contrariwife, the reprobate and unfaithful departed, have an- 
guifh, torment and pain, that cannot be exprefled. So that 
neither are the one nor.the other in fucha fleep, that they feel not 
their torment, as the parable of Chrift Jefus in the fixteenth of 
Luke, his words to the thief, and thefe words of the fouls crying 
under the altar, O Lord, thon art righteous and jult, how long 
fhalt thou not revenge our blood, upon thofe that dwell on the 
earth, do teftify. 


19. OF THE NOTES, WHEREBY THE TRUE CHURCH IS DISCERNED 
FROM THE FALSE, AND WHO SHALL JUDGE OF THE DOCTRINE. 


Becaufe that Satan from the beginning, hath laboured to deck his 
peltilent fynagogue with the titie of the church of God, and bath 
inflamed the hearts of cruel murderers, to perfecute, trouble and 
moleft the true church and members thereof, as Cain did Abel, 
Ifhmael, Ifaac, Efau, Jacob, and the whole priefthood of the Jews, 
Chrift Jefus himfelf, and his apolties after him; It is one thing 
moft requifite, that the true church be difcerned from the filthy 
fynagogues, by clear and perfect notes, leaft we being deccived, 
receive and embrace, to our own condemnation, the one for the 
other. The notes, figns, and affured tokens, whereby the immac- 
ulate Spoufe of Chrift Jefus is known from the horrible harlot, the 
church malignant, we affirm are neither antiquity, title ufurped, 
lineal defcent, place appointed, nor multitude of men approving an 
error; for Cain in age and title was preferred to Abel and Seth : 
Jerufalem had prerogative above all places of the earth, where alfo 
were the priefts lineally defcended from Aaron, and greater number 
followed the Scribes, Pharifees, and Prietts; thefe unfeignedly be- 
lieved and approved Chrift Jefus and his doétrine : and yet as we 
fuppofe, no manof found jadgment, will grant, that any of the 
forenamed were the church of God. The notes therefore of the 
true church of God, we believe, confefs, and avow to be, firft, the 
true preaching of the word of God, wherein God hath revealed 
himfelf unto us, as the writings of the Prophets and Apoftles do 
declare, Secondly, the right adminiftration of the facraments of 
Chrift Jefus, which muft be annexed ento the word and promife 
of God, to feal and confirm the fame in our hearts. Laft, eccle- 
fiaftical difcipline uprightly miniftered as God’s word prefcribeth, 
whereby vice is reprefled, and virtue nourifhed. Wherefoever then 
thefe former notes are feen, and of any time continue (be the 
number never fo few, about two or three) there without all doubt 
is the true church of Chrift : who according to his promife, is in 
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the midft of them. Not that univerfal, of which we have before 
fpoken, but particular, fuch as were in Corinthus, Galatias, 
Ephefus, and other places, wherein the miniftry was planted by 
Paul, and were of himfelf named the churches of God : and fuch 
churches, we the inhabitants of the realm of Scotland, profeilors 
of Chrift Jefus, profefs ourfelves to have in our cities, towns, and 
places reformed, for the doétrine taught in our churches, contained 
in the written word of God, to wit, in the books of the old and 
new teftaments ; in ‘hofe books we mean, which of the ancients 
have been reputed canonical. 

In the which we affirm. that all things neceflary to be believed 
for the falvation of mankind, is fufficiently. expreffled. The inter- 
pretation whereof, we confefs neither appertaineth to private, nor 
public perfon ; neither yet to any church for any preeminence, or 
prerogative, perfonally or locally, which one hath above another, but 
appertaineth to the Spirit of Gud, by whom alfo the {cripture was 
written, or for the reformation of any abufe within the church of 
God, we ought not fo much to look, what men before us have {aid 
or done, as unto that which Jefus Chrilt himfelf did, and com- 
manded to be done. For this isa thing univerfally granted, that 
the Spirit of God, which is the Spirit of unity, is nothing contrari- 
ous unto himfelf. If then the imterpretation, determination, or 
fentence of any dottor, church, or council, repugnant to the plain 
word of God, written in any other place of the fcripture, it is a 
thing moft certain, that there is not the true undérftanding and 
meaning of the-Holy Ghoft, although that councils, realms, and 
nations, have approved and received the fame. For we dare not 
admit any interpretation, which repugneth to any principal point 
of our faith, or to any other plain text of fcripture, or yet unto the 
rule of charity. 


20. OF THE AUTHORITY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


_As we believe and confefs the Scriptures of God {fufficient to 
inftruét, and make the man of God perfe&; fo do we affirm and 
avow the authority of the fame to be of God, and neither to de- 
pend on men nor angels. We affirm, therefore, that fuch as al- 
lege the Scripture to have no authority, but that which it hath 
received from the church, to be blafphemous againft God, and 
injurious to the true church, which always heareth and obeyeth the 
voice of her own fpoufe and paftor, but taketh not upon her to 
be miftrefs over the fame. 


21. OF GENERAL COUNCILS, OF THEIR POWER; ANTHORITY, AND 
CAUSE OF THEIR CONVENTION. 


As we do not rafhly damn that which godly men, aflembled to. 
gether in general councils .lawfully gathered, have propounded 
unto us ; fo, without. juft examination, dare we not receive what- 
foever is obtruded unto men, under the name of general councils : 
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for plain it is, as they were men, fo have fome of them manifeftly 
erred, and that in matters of great weight and importance. So 
far then, as the council proveth the determination and command- 
ment that it giveth, by the plain Word of God; fo foon do we 
reverence and embrace the fame. But if men, under the name of 
a council, pretend to forge unto us, new articles of our faith, or to 
make conftitutions repugnant to the word of God; then utterly 
we muft refufe the fame. as the doétrine of devils, which draweth 
our fouls from the voice of our only God, to follow the do¢trines 
and conftitutions of men. ‘The caufe then why that general coun- 
cils convened, was neither to make any perpetual law, which God 
before had not made, neither yet to forge new articles of our belief, 
nor to give the word of God authority ; much lefs to make that to 
be his word, or yet the true interpretation of the fame, which was 
not before, by his holy will, expreffed in his word : but the caufe 
of councils (we mean of fuch as merit the name of councils) was 
partly for confutation of herefies, and for giving public confeflion of 
their faith, to the pofterity following, which both they did by the 
authority of God’s written word, and not by any opinion or pre- 
rogative, that they could not err, by reafon of their general aflem- 
bly : And this we judge to have been the chief caufe of general 
councils. The other was for good policy ; and an order in ceremo- 
nies, can be appointed for all ages, times and places : for as cere- 
monies, fuch as men have devifed, are but temporal : fo may and 
ought they to be changed, when they rather fofter fuperftition, 
than edify the church, ufing the fame. 


22. OF THE SACRAMENTS. 


As the fathers under the law, befides the verity of the facrifices, 
had two chief facraments, to wit, circumcifion and the paflover, 
the defpifers and contemners whereof, were not reputed of God’s 
people ; fo do we acknowledge and confefs, that we now in time 
of the gofpel, have two chief facraments only inftituted by the 
Lord Jefus, and commanded to be ufed of all thofe, that will be 
reputed members of his body: To wit, Bapti/m and the Supper, or 
table of the Lord Fefus 3 called the communion of his body and 
blood. And thefe facraments as well of the old, as of the new 
Teftament, now inftituted of God, not only to make a vifible differ- 
ence betwixt his people, and thefe that were without his league ; 
but alfo to exercife the faith of his children, and by participation 
of the fame facraments, to feal in their hearts the affurance of his 
promife, and of that moft bleffed conjunétion, union, and fociety, 
which the elect have with their head Chrift Jesus And thus we 
utterly damn the vanity of thefe, that affirm facraments to be 
nothing elfe but naked and bare figns. No, we afluredly 
believe, that by baptifm we are engrafted in Chrift Jefus, to be 
made partakers of his juftice, whereby our fins are covered and 
remitted. And alfo, that inthe fupper rightly ufed, Chrift Jefus 
is fo joined with ys, that he becometh very nourifhment and food 
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to our fouls. Not that we imagine any tranfubftantiation of bread 
into Chrift’s natural body, and of wine into his natural blood, as 
the papifts have pernicioufly taught, and damnably believed : 
But this union and conjunction, which we have with the body and 
blood of Chrift Jefus, in the right ufe of the facraments, wrought 
by operation of the Holy Ghoft, who by true faith carryeth 
us above all things that are vifible, which was once broken and 
fhed for us, which now is in heaven, and appeareth in the prefence 
of his Father for us; and yet, notwithftanding the far diftance of 
place, which is between his body now glorified in the heaven, and 
us now mortal in this earth ; yet we moft afluredly believe that 
the bread which we break, is the communion of Chrift’s body ; 
and the cup which we blefs, is the communion of his blood. So 
that we confefs, and undoubtedly believe, that the bread which we 
break, is the communion of Chrift’s body ; and the cup which we 
blefs, is the communion of his blood. So that we confefs, and un- 
doubtedly believe, that the faithful, in the right ufe of the Lord’s 
table, do fo eat the body, and drink the blood of the Lord Jefus, 
that he remaineth in them, and they inhim: yea, they are fo 
made flefh of his flefh, and bone of his bones, that as the eternal 
God-head hath given to the flefh of Chrift Jefus, (which of the 
own condition and nature Was mortal and corruptible) life and 
immortality ; fo doth Chrift Jefus, his flefh and blood eaten and 
drunken by us, give unto us the fame prerogatives. Which albeit 
we confefs, are neither given unto us at that time only, neither yet 
by the proper power and virtue of the facrament only ; yet we 
affirm, that the faithful, in the right use of the Lord’s table, have 
fuch conjunction with Chrift Jefus, as the natural man cannot appre- 
hend ; yea, and further we affirm, that albeit the faithful, opprefi- 
ed by negligence and manly infirmity, do not profit fo much, as 
they would, in the very inftant action of the fupper, yet fhall ir 
after, bring forth fruit, as lively feed fown in good ground. For 
the Holy Spirit, which can never be divided from the right infti- 
tution of the Lord Jefus, will not fruftrate the faithful of the fruit 
of that myftical action, but all thefe, we fay, come of true faith, 
which apprehendeth Chrift Jefus in his eternal fubftance, and be- 
tween the elements in the facramental figns. So that we will 
neither worthip the figns, in place of that which is fignified by them, 
yet neither do we defpife and interpret them, as unprofitable and 
vain, but do ufe them with all reverence, examining ourfelves dili- 
gently before that we fo do. Becaufe we are affured by the mouth 
of the apoftle, that fuch as eat of that bread, and drink of that cu 
unworthily, are guilty of the body and blood of Chrift Jefus. 


23- OF THE RIGHT ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS, 


That facraments be rightly adminiftered, we judge two things 
requifite The one, thatthey be adminiftered by lawful minifters, 
who we affirm to be only they that are appointed to the preach- 
ing of the word, into whofe mouth God hath put fome fermon of 
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exhortation, they being men lawfully chofen thereto by fome 
church. The other, that they be adminiftered in fuch elements, 
and in fuch fort, as God hath appointed, elfe we affirm that they 
ceafe to be the right facraments of Chrift Jefus. And therefore it is, 
that we flee the doétrine of the Papiftical church, in participation of 
their facraments : firft, becaufe their minifters are no minifters of 
Chrift Jefu- ; yea. (which is more horrible) they fuffer women, 
whom the Holy Ghoft will not fuffer to teach in the congregation, 
to baptize : and fecondly, becaufe they have fo adulterated both 
the one facrament and the other, with their own inventions, that 
no part of Chrift’s action abides in the original purity. For oil, 
falt, {pittle, and fuch like in baptifm, are but men’s inventions. 
A doration, veneration, bearing throughout ftreets and towns, and 
keeping of bread in boxes, are profanation of Chrift’s Sacraments, 
and no ufe of the fame. For Chrift Jefus faid, lake, eat, &c. do 
ye this in remembrance of me. By which words and charge, he 
fantified bread and wine to the facrament of his holy body and 
blood, to the end, that the one fhould be eaten, and that all 
fhould drink of the other : and not that they fhould be kept to be 
worfhipped, and honoured as God, as the papilts have done here 
before. Who alfo have committed facrilege, ftealing from the 
people the one part of the facrament, to wit, the bleffed cup. 
Morcover, that the faeraments be rightly ufed, it is required, that 
the end and caufe why the facraments were inftituted, be under- 
ftood and obferved, as well of the minifter as by the receivers. 
For if the opinion be changed in the receiver, the right ufe ceafeth, 
which is moft evident by the rejeétion of the facrifices :—As also, 
if the teacher plainly teach falfe doctrine, which were odious and 
abominable before God, (albeit they were his own ordinances) 
becaufe that wicked men use them to another end than God hath 
ordained. ‘The fame affirm we of the facraments in the Papiftical 
church, wherein we affirm the whole action of the Lord Jefus to 
be adulterated, as well in the external form, as in the end and 
opinion. What Chrift Jefus did, and commanded to be done, is 
evident by the evangelifts, and by St. Paul : What the prie‘t doth 
at his altar, we need not to rehearfe. The end and caufe of 
Chrift’s inftitution, and why the fame fhould be ufed. is expreffed 
in thefe words: Do ye thisin remembrance of me; fo oft as ye 
fhall eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, ye fhall fhow forth, | 
that is, extol, preach, magnify, and praise the Lord’s death, till 
hecome again. But to what end, and in what opinion the priefts 
fay their Mafs, let the words of the fame, their own doctors and 
writings witnefs : To wit, that they, as mediators between Chrift 
and his church, do offer unto God the Father, a facrifice’ pro; itia- 
tory, for the fins of the quick and the dead : Which doétrine,’ as 
blafphemous to Chrift Jefus, and making derogation to the fufh- 
ciency of his only facrifice, once offered for purgation, of all thefe 
that fhall be fanctified, we utterly abhor, deteft, and renounce. 


—— 
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24. TO WHOM SACRAMENTS APPERTAIN,. 


We confefs and acknowledge, that baptifm appertaineth as well 
to the infants of the faithful, as unto them that be of age and dif- 
cretion ; and fo we damn the error of the anabaptifts, who deny 
baptiim to appertain to children, before they have faith and under- 
ftanding Bu: the fupper of the Lord we confefs to appertain to 
fuch only as be of the houfehold of faith, and can try and examine 
themfelves, as well in their faith, as in their duty towards their 
neiyhbours : Such as eat and drink at that holy table without 
faith, or being at diffention or divilion with their brethren, do eat 
unworthily : and therefore ic is that in our church, ou: minilters 
take public and particular examination of the knowledge and con- 


verfacion of fuch as are to be admitted to the table of the Lord 
Jefus, 


25. OF THE CIVIL MAGISTRATE: 


We confefs and acknowledge empires, kingdoms, dominions, 
and cities, to be diltinéted and ordained by God; the powers and 
authority in the fame, be it of emperors in their empires, of kings 
in their realms, dukes and princes in their dominions, and of oth- 
er magiltrates in the cities, to be God’s holy ordinance, ordained 
for manifeftation of his own glory, and for the fingular profit and 
commodity of mankind: {fo that whofoever goeth about to take 
away, or to confound the whole {tate of civil policy, now long ef» 
tablifhed, we affirm the fame men, not only to be enemies to 
mankind, but wickedly to figh: againft God’s exprefled will. We 
further confefs and acknowledge that fuch perfons, as are placed in 
authority, are to be loved, honoured, feared, and holden in molt 
reverend eftimation, becaute that they are the lieutenants of God, 
in whofe feflions God himielf doth fit, and judge: yea, even the 
judges and princes themielves, to whom by God is given the 
{word, to the praife, and defence of good men, and to revenge and 
punifh all open malefactors. Moreover, to kings, princes, rulers 
and magiltrates, we affirm that chiefly and molt principally the 
converfation and purgation of the religion appertain ; fo that not 
only they are appointed for civil policy, but alfo for maintenance 
ef the true religion, and for fupprefling of idolatry and fuper- 
ftition whatfoever : as in David, Jehothaphat, Ezechias, Jofias and 
others, highly commended for their zeal in that cafe, may be 
efpied. And therefore we confefs and avow, that fuch as refift the 
fupreme power, doing that thing which appertaineth to his charge, 
do refift God’s ordinance: And therefore cannot be guiltle(s. 
And further we affirm, that whofoever deny unto them aid, their 
counfel and comfort, whillt the princes and rulers vigilantly travel 
in execution of their office. that the fame men deny their help, 


fupport, and counfel to Gad, who by the prefence of his lieutenant 
doth crave it of them. 
C 
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26. OF THE GIFTS FREELY GIVEN TO THE CHURCH. 


Albeit that the word of God truly preached, and the facraments 
rightly adminiftered, and difcipline executed, according to the word 
of God, be the certain and infallible figns of the true church: we 
mean not that every particular perfon joined with fuch company, 
be an elect member of Jefus Chrift: for we acknowledge and. 
confefs, that darnel, cockel, and chaff may be fown, grow, and in 
great abundance lie in the midft of the wheat ; that is, the repro. 
bate may be joined in the fociety of the eleét, and may externally 
ufe with them the benefits of the word and facraments. But fuch 
being but temporal profeffors in mouth, but not inheart, do fall 
back and continue not to the end: And therefore have they no 
fruit of Chrift’s death, refurreétion, nor afcenfion. But fuch as 
with heart unfeignedly believe, and with mouth boldly confefs the 
Lord Jefus, as before we have faid, fhall moft affuredly receive 
thefe gifts. Firft in Chrift’s blood; in fo much, that albeit fin 
remain, and continually abide in thefe mortal bodies, yet it is not , 
imputed unto us, but remitted, and covered with Chrilt’s juftice. 
Secondly, in the general judgment, there fhall be given to every 
man and woman refurrection of the flefh: Forthe fea fhall give 
her'dead, the earth thofe that herein be inclofed : yea, the eternal 
our God fhall ftretch out his hand on the duft, and the dead 
fhall arife incorruptible, and that in the fubitance of the felf same 
flefh, that every man now beareth, to receive according to their 
works glory or punifhment. For fuch as now delight in vanity, 
cruelty, filthinefs, fuperftition, or idolatry, fhall be adjudged to the 
fire unquenchable, wherein they fhall be tormented forever, as 
wellin their own bodies, as in their fouls, which now they give 
to ferve the devii in all abomination. But fuch as continue in 
well doing to the end: boldly profefling the Lord Jefus; we con- 
ftantly believe, that they fhall receive glory, honour, and immor- 
tality, to reign forever in life everlafting, with Chrift Jefus; to 
whofe glorified body ail his elec fhall be made like, when he fhall 
appear again in judgment, and fhall render up the kingdom to 
God his Father, who then fhall be, and ever fhall remain in all 
things, God bleffled forever : To whom, with the Son, and with 
the Hely Ghoft, be all honour and glory, for now and ever. So 
be it. Arife, O Lord, and let thine enemies be confounded ; let 
them flee from thy prefence that hate thy godly name. Give thy 
fervants ftrength to fpcak thy word in boldnefs, and let all nations 
cleave to thy true knowledge. Amen. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


THE fweeteft feafons on this fide heaven, are when the foul 
finks, as into nothing, before the face of God, and is abforbed in 
the fight of Chrift and the love of the Spirit :—-when we feel the 
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prefence of Deity, and filently wait on him at the foot of the 
crofs, with weeping eyes, melting affections, and bleeding hearts. 
When Chrift entered into Jerufalem, the people fpread their gar- 
ments in the way. When he enters into our hearts, we pull off 
our own righteoufnefs, and not only lay it under Chrift’s feet, but 
even trample upon it ourfelves. 

It is not deemed prefumptuous for the favourites of an earthly 
king, to know and be confcious that they are fo: and why fhould 
it be deemed prefumptuous for the favourites of God to be affur- 
ed of his love ? 

A truly enlightened believer, (i. e. one who has a clear view of 
gofpel privileges, and makes confcience of gofpel duties) ands be- 
tween two fires: the pharifees call him an Antinomian, and the 
real Antinomians call him a pharifee ; fo that Chriit is ftill cruci- 
fied between two thieves— Antinomiani/m and Pharifaifm. 

There is a true and found fenfe, in which we may fay, that a 
true believer may live as he will ; for it is the prevailing will and 
defire of every real believer, to live only to the glory of God. 
He is not a Chriftian, who doth not delight in the law of God af- 
ter the inner man. 

The moft convincing argument, and moft infallible demonttra- 
tion, that the Scriptures are indeed the word of God, is, to feel 
their enlivening, enlightening, and transforming power in our 
hearts. 

The largenefs of the gofpel (more properly termed, the minifte- 
rial call) does by no means imply the univerfality of grace. A 
fifher throws his net into the fea at large ; not from an expectation 
of catching all the fifhes that are in the fea, but with a view of 
catching as many as he can. And this is the end of indefinitely 
preaching to all. 

It is in the church, as it is with nations: war mult fometimes 
be carried on, in order to eftablifh a found and durable peace at 
lat. 

When a faint is in darknefs, all his expedients, for delivering 
himfelf out of it, are vain : they are, literally, dark lanthorns, and 
will not afford him a fingle gleam to fee by. The day will not 
dawn, nor the fhadows flee away, until the Sun of righteouf- 
nefs arifes with healing in his wings. And we-can no more 
command the rifing of the fpiritual fun within, than we can that 
of the natural fun without. We can only, like Paul’s mariners, 
caft anchor, and with for day. 

The terrors of the law have much the fame effe& on our du- 
ties and obedience, as froft has on a ftream : it hardens, cools, and 
ftagnates. Whereas, let the fhining of divine love rife upon the 
foul, repentance will then flow, our hardnefs and coldness thaw 
and melt away, and all the blooming fruits of godlinefs flourifh 
and abound. 

Many of the enemies to God’s truths, when they are filenced 
by the force of evidence, do, like a {nail provoked, draw in their 
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horns and fpit. We cannot heartily love the diftinguifhing truths 
of the goipel, without experiencing them; and we cannot experi- 
ence them, without loving them 

Scripture can be favingly «nderftood, only in and by the in- 
ward illumination of the Holy Ghoft. The gofpel is a pi€ture of 
God’s free grace to finners. Were we in a room, hung with the 
fineft paintings, and adorned with the molt exquifite ftatues, we 
could not fee one of them. if all light was excluded Now, the 
blefsed Spirit’s irradiation is the same to the mind, that outward 
light is to the bodily eyes. 

Gofpel-minifters do, indeed, in fome fenfe, turn the world up- 
fide-down. The fall of Adim has turned human nature upfide- 
down, long ago; and converting grace mu(t turn us upfide-down 
again, in order to bring us right. 

The times are fuch, that it ts almoft impoffible for a man to go 
to heaven, without getting a nick name by the way. But it is bet- 
ter to go to heaven with a nick name, than o go to hell without 
one. If I mutt either give up the truths ot God. or lofe my char- 
acter , then farewell character, and welcome the truths of God. 

Toplady obferves, “ Wasla layman, and Providence was to 
caft me in a place where I could not poffibly hear the gofpel 
preached, but fhould be forced to hear either an Arian or an Ar- 
minian miniftry, if I heard any at all; | fhould much rather 
choofe to fpend my Lord’s days at home, in reading and praying 
privately. By the fame rule that I would rather ftay within, and 
take fuch a dinner as my own houfe affords ; than go abroad, to 
dine where I fhould be fure of fitting down (at beft) to a dith of 
gravel or fand, if notof arfenic. See Ezek. xi. 16. 

Mere reformation differs juft as much fiom regeneration, as 
white-wafhing an old, rotten houfe, differs from taking it down and 
building it anew. 

Affurance of pardon, is a free gift of God, as much as faith, or 
pardon itfelf. Nothing more enflames a chriftian’s love to God, 
than a firm belief of his perfonal election from eternity ; after he 
hath been enabled to evidence the writing of his name in heaven, 
by the experience of an heavenly calling, and of an heavenly con- 
verfation. When the Spirit of God (whofe proper work it is to 
afflure, as it was the Father’s to ele&t, and the Son’s to redeem 
hath written the law of life in a chriftian’s heart, and caufed him 
to know affuredly that his name is in the book of life; he cannot 
but melt in fweet flames of holy affection. 


Extraéds from Sibb’s Divine Meditations. 


“ ‘THOSE that care not for the word of God reje& their com- 
fort. All comfort muft be drawn out of the fcriptures, which are 
the breafts of confolation. Many by education know the truth, 
and are able to difcourfe well of it; but they want the fpirit of 
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truth, and that is the reafon why all their knowledge vanifheth in 
time of temptation. 

No man is a true divine but the child of God ; he only knows 
holy things by a hoy light and life; other men, though they 
{peak of thefe things, yet practically know them not. ‘Take the 
moft myftical points in religion, as juftification, adoption, peace of 
confcience, joy in the Holy Ghoft, the {weet benefit of commu- 
nion of faints, the excellent ftate of a chriftian, even in extrem- 
ity, inward fight and forrow for fin; they know not what 
thefe things mean; for how aptly foever they may difcourfe of 
them, yet the things themfelves are myfteries: repentance is a 
myttery ; joy inthe Holy Ghoft is a myftery. No natural man, 
though he be ever fo great a fcholar, knows thefe things experi- 
mentally ; he knows them only as phyficians underftand medicine, 
by their books, but not as a fick man, by his own experience. [It is 
a great fcandal to religion, that men of great learning and parts are 
often wicked men ; hereupon the world comes to think that relig- 
ion is nothing but an empty name. Without inward fpecial illu- 
mination, they can never know fpiritual things experimentally ; 
though they profeis to believe thefe things, yet fecretly in their 
hearts they make a {corn of converfion and mortification ; yea, a 
preacher may fpeak of thefe things excellently and to admiration, 
and yet find not the power of them in his own foul. 

God preferves his own work by his Spirit :—Firft, he gracioufly 
moves us to ferve him, and then he preferves us in duty, and arms 
and animates us again{ft all oppofition. Spiritual duties are as 
oppofite to flefh and blood, as fire to water ; but as ointment makes 
the members nimble and flrong, fo where the Spirit of God is in 
any man, it makes him nimble and ftrong, and cheerful to all good 
duties : but when we are drawn to them as a bear to the flake, 
for fear, or by natural cuftom, this is not from the Spirit, for by 
the Spirit our duties are performed without force, or fear, or vain 
hope. A child needs no extrinfical motion to make him pleafe his 
father, becaufe love is inbred and natural to him. 

It is an evidence that we are partakers of God’s grace, if we can 
look upon the lives of others much better than ours, and love and 
efteem them as glorious. A man may fee grace in others with a 
malignant eye ; for natural men are fo vain-glorious, that when 
they fee the lives of other men outthine theirs, inftead of imitating, 
they darken them ; that grace they will not imitate, they defame : 
Therefore, when perfons can fee grace in others, and honor it in 
them, it is a fign they have grace themfelves. Men can endure 
good in books, and hear good things of men that are dead; but 
they cannot endure it in the lives of others, to be in their eyes, es- 
pecially when they come to compare themfelves with them, they 
do not like to be outfhined. 

Many think that the knowledge of divine truths will make them 
divine ; whereas it is the Holy Ghoft only that gives a tafte and 
relifh of them; for without the Spirit, their hearts will rife, when 
the word comes to each of them in particular, and tells them, you 
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muft deny yourfelf, and venture even life for the truth. When men 
underftand the fcriptures, and yet are proud and malicious, we 
muit not take fcandal at it; for their hearts were never fubdued, 
they underftand fupernatural things by human reafon alone, and 
not by divine light. 

The reafon why God’s children may often with great perplexity 
doubt of their falvation, is, becaufe they have a principle of fin in 
them, as well as of grace : corruption will raife doubts, as rotten 
wood breeds worms ; and as vermin out of putrefaction, fo doubts 
and fears arife from remaining corruption: but holinefs fhall foon 
be perfect, and our joy be full. 


SoD + Or 


Mr. Fleming on Experimental Religion. 


IT is a great concernment to know that the fcripture hath fuch 
a witnefs as experience, and that there is fuch a trade and correi- 
pondence as this betwixt the faints and the word, which lieth not 
in thecommon road of the world. O what an empty thing would 
religion be, if it had not this word experience in its grammar ; : 
that fecret and fure mark whereby the chriftian knoweth the 
{cripture is of God; how thus the Lord hath often fealed their 
inftruction in a dark plunge ! John iv. 42. O what an excellent 
interpreter is experience! Tafte and fee! for thus the ferious 
chriflian getteth a view of the fcripture and fpiritual things, which 
the moft fubtle and piercing eye of unfandified fchoolmen cannot 
reach,. Pf. xxxiv 8. cxvi. 10. 2 Tim.i. 12. 1 Pet. ii. 3. Gal. ii. 
16. Heb. iv. 3. 

But, Oh! this.cannot be found in books; men will not meet 
with it in a throng of choiceft notions : it confoundeth the wife 
and difputer of this world ; while the meaneft and moft fimple 
chriftian often knoweth more than thofe of greateft parts. 1 Cor. 
ti. 14. Matt. xi. 25. 

Doth not this argument of experience, by a very clear demon- 
ftration, witnefs that great truth of a Godhead, whereon the whole 
fuperftructure of truth and godlinefs doth ftand ? yea, in another 
manner doth enforce on men the perfuafion of this by a more near, 
and convincing difcovery than the greateft works of God, or thofe 
glorious appearances of his power and wifdom in the heavens and 
earth do? itis true, thefe bring Him near to our eye and ear: but 
Oh! this brings the blefled and invifible God nearer into the 
heart and foul, that we may both tafte and fee that furely He is, 
and is that which inthe fcripture he is declared to be. It is not 
the contemplation of nature, in its higheft flight, can anfwer fuch 
an aflault of the devil, which may overtake the moft eftablifhed 
chriftian about the being of God. But there is a demonftration 
within, which goes further than the judgment, and pafleth natural 
underftanding ; whence we feel, we tafte, we enjoy 5 yea, his voice 
is heard in the foul. which we furely know to be His. 1 Johni. 3. 
a Pet. ii. 3. Pfalm Ixxxix. 15. 
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AN INSTANCE OF EARLY CONVERSION, 


The following fubje@ of divine grace, died at Newport, Rhode 
Ifland, Auguft 1812, in the fourteenth year of his age. 


JAMES TERRY was the fon of Mrs. Maria Terry of Brighton, 
Engiand, but left her home, November, 1811, to accompany G. S. 
White to America, out of fincere attachment to the gofpel of Jclus. 

Soon after our landing at Newport, her fon became weaker in 
his bodily frame, which had been flender from a child, having been 
cripled by a derious fall when an infant. Notwithftanding fuch a 
ftate of body has a natural tendency to increafe fears, he left 
England with remarkable cheerfulnefs, and fhewed, during the 
voyage (the latter part of which was exceffively fevere) aitoni{hing 
courage. During his ficknefs, he appeared always interelted in 
the profperity of the gofpel ; but nothing was fpoken perfonally to 
him, refpecting the concerns of his foul, till nearly the clofe of his 
life: When he mentioned, his having experienced divine pardon, 
by faith in Chrift, before he left England, and that he had expe- 
rienced much fatisfaction of foul, during his illnefs. I had perfon- 
al converfation with him, and adminiftered the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper, while feveral. were prefent, and noticed his ex- 
preflions of longing to depart and be with Jefus. He converfed 
ref{pecting eternity, with that ferenity of mind, which aftonifhed all 
prefent. and his clear knowledge of the gofpel was very confirm- 


ing to our minds. He exprefled his defire that the pure goipel of 


Jefus may profper in this country, and obferved that it had been 
his prayer, and he believed that God would greatly blefs the 
miniftry of his word. 

I had often defired to fee the blefled effects of faith in the mo- 
ments of a foul’s departure, and God was pleafed to favour me, 
and eltablifh my mind by his converfation, and thus fulfil his 
word, that,“ Ont of the mouths of babes and fucklings he will or- 
dain ftrength, to ftill the enemy and the avenger.” A note 
which I wrote, during my vilit to Newport, will further explain 
my views of this work. 


Dear Mary, 


Inftead of coming, as I expected, to the houfe of mourning, | 
came toa houfe of holy joy. James Terry had made known to 
his mother, that the Lord had fealed on his foul, the experience of 
the forgivenefs of fins, and that he now feels union and fellowfhip 
with Jefus Chrift. I converfed with him, and he gave me an ac- 
count of God’s mercy to him, and he obferved that he wifhed to be 
with Jefus his Saviour. His breath is much worfe, and he does not 
appear able to have any reft in body, but his mind is very compof- 
ed and peaceable, in the profpect of eternal glory. This has been 
a great comfort to me, to have another evidence, that God {till 
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reveals his pardon to finners, and that he can foften the molt 
obdurate heart. 

He told me that he had been concerned about his foul fome 
time before we left England, and that his evil tempers have 
cauied much grief to him afterwards. This will be a great telti- 
mcny of God’s mercy ; it reminded me of Cowper’ s brother, and 
I hope God will be gracious to him, and enable him to give tefti- 
mony to the laft moment, that he thall remain here. What rich 
confolation this muft afford his mother and filters! they appear to 
be humbled under a fenfe of God’s mercy. I requefted Mrs. 
Terry to fend me an account of her view of this work, which fhe 
did in the following letter :-— 


TO THE REV. G. S. WHITE. 
Much eflleemed Friend, 


IN anfwer to yours, in which you requeft me to fend fome 
account of what my dear James faid on his death-bed, I mutt 
confefs, that this tafk has appeared rather too much for me ; as it 
is a mixture of joy and forrow. 

You know, that he was very bright and quick in his apprehen- 
fion, and I feared when he advanced in years, would be an enemy 
to true religion, as I know thofe that are not for, muft be agaiult 
it; and during his late illnefs, my forrow on the ftate of his foul, is 
better known than defcribed. 1 dreaded to fee the hour when he 
would be no more, and I fhould have no hope refpecting his hap- 
pinefs. This I expected. as a chaltifement from an angry God ; 
but O! the thought that my child fhould be thus cut off for my 
fins, was indeed heavy. I begged of the Lord, if confiltent with 
his divine purpofe, that I might never fee his end, if he was not to 
die in the Lord: and at times I thought it was a prayer of faith, 
as I could fay, not my will but thine be done, and I was fure, that 
if it was from God, it would be anfwered. I reflected in my 
mind many parts of {cripture which encouraged me, and efpecial- 
ly the thief on the crofs, and I knew that God was able to do all 
things. But on the day before i fent for you, I was fitting by 
him very forrowful : he faid, “ Do not cry for me, it does me no 
good.” I faid I do not grieve, thinking I can do you good, for 
that hope is paft; but Lam afraid you will die without knowing 
you have an interelt in Chrift, as you mult feel the neceflity of it. 
He faid with great compofure, “ J have known all that a long time.’ 

I faid haftily, my dear, how did you know that work ; he faid, by 
reading Betfey’s letters, which fhe received from Mr. White ; 
though fhe had hid them, I found them. | faid, why did you not 
tell me of it ; he obferved, he had nothing to tell of but love and 
mercy; and he fpoke as with heaven in his countenance. I afked 
him if 1 fhould call his fifters ; he faid, yes, do. So they all came. 
Elizabeth firft ; .I faid, comeand hear, James knows Chrift for 
himfelf ; fhe flew to the bed fide, and he feized her hand, and faid, 
Betfey, you had it firft, but 1 foon followed you, when I found 











St hah ree ciel ste Oe ce Sans ese 


j 





j 
: 
j 
; 
4 
; 
{ 








‘Piles ARS te ire = Sigs rune lite Oe tc inn 0 BP 


arash 


asta SEI lapel i ent nl tonsa 





ee ey ee ee 
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your letters from Mr. White, I envied you, but I don’t now ; and 
he {aid to his others fifters, | hope you will follow: and in this 
time Miss Mary Lawhon came in, and he faid a great deal more to 
the fume purpofe, which I cannot now remember. As he was now 
exhaulted, I waited fome time, and then faid, James, what did you 
experienee ? he faid, “* that I was redeemed,” and I did not afk 
him any more, as I was perfeétly relieved from my fears ; and it 
was a favour fo unlooked for, I hope it will ever be remembered 
by me with gratitude and joy. I recolleé he faid, “If 1 had heard 
Mr. Brook till now, [ fhould never have known this work, as he 
did not preach the new birth fcripturally.” Ihave no doubt but 
he faw and detefted the falfe profeflion of many that came under 
his obfervation, as he had a very juft abhorrence to any preten- 
fion I believe he will forever praife and honour God, on behalf 
of your miniftry ; and may that be the portion of your unworthy 
friend, which is all I crave. 
MARIA TERRY. 
Newport, Nov. 10, 1812. 


—= SSI aa 


4 Teftimony in Favour of Marfbal, in a Letter to Mrs. Cowper, at 
the Park-Houfe, Hariford, England, March 11, 1767. 


My dear Cousin, 


TO find thofe whom I love, clearly and ftrongly perfuaded of 
evangelical truth, gives me a pleafure fuperior to any that this world 
can afford me. Judge, then, whether your letter, in which the 
body and fubftance of a faving faith is fo evidently fet forth, 
could meet with a lukewarm reception at my hands, or be enter- 
tained with indifference |! Would you know the true reafon of my 
long filence ? Confcious that my religious principles are generally 
excepted againft, and that the conduét they produce, wherever 
they are heartily maintained, is {till more the object of difapproba- 
tion than thofe principles themfelves, and remembering, that I had 
made both the one and the other known to you, without having 
any clear aflurance that our faith in Jefus was of the fame ftamp 
and character, I could not help thinking it poffible that you might 
difapprove both my fentiments and practice, that you might think 
the one unfupported by fcripture, and the other, whimfical and 
unneceffarily ftri&t and rigorous ; and confequently would be rath- 
er pleafed with the fufpenfion of a correfpondence, which a dif- 
ferent way of thinking upon fo momentous a fubject as that we 
wrote upon, was likely to render tedious and irkfome to you. ‘I 
have told you the truth from my heart ; forgive me thefe injuri- 
ous fufpicions, and never imagine that I fhall hear from you wpon 
this delightful theme without a real joy, or without prayer to God 
to profper you in the way of his truth, his fanétifying and faving 
‘ruth, The book you mention lies now upon my table. Mariha\ 
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is an old acquaintance of mine ; I have both read him and heard 
him read with pleafure and edification. The doétrines he maintains 
are, under the influence of the Spirit of Chrift, the very life of my 
foul, and the foul of all my happineis; that Jefus is a prefent 
Saviour from the guilt of fin by his moft precious blood, and 
from the power of it by his Spirit ;_ that corrupt and wretched in 
ourfelves, in Him, andin Him only, we are complete ; that being 
united to Jefus by a lively faith, we have a folid and eternal inter- 
eft in his obedience and fufferings, to juftify us before the face of 
our heavenly Father, and that all this ineftimable treafure, the 
earneft of which is in grace, and its confummation in glory, is 
given, freely given to us of God ; in fhort, that he hath opened the 
kingdom of heaven ¢o all believers. Thefe are the truths, which by 
the grace of God, fhall ever be dearer to me than life itfelf ; 
fhall ever be placed next my heart as the throne whereon the 
Saviour himfelf fhall fit to fway all its motions, and reduce that 
world of iniquity and rebellion io a ftate of filial and affectionate 
obedience to the will of the Moft Holy. Thefe, my dear coufin, 
are the truths to which, by nature, we are enemies ; they debafe 
the finner, and exalt the Saviour to a degree which the pride of 
our hearts (till Almighty grace fubdues them) is determined nev- 
erto allow. May the Almighty reveal his Son in our hearts con- 
tinually more and more, and teach us to increafe in love towards 
him continually, for having given us the unfpeakable riches of 
Chrift. 
Yours, faithfully, 
W. COWPER. 


P. S. Perhaps I may be partial to Hervey, for the fake of his 
other writings ; but I cannot give Pearfhall the preference to 
him, for 1 think him one of the moft {criptural writers in the 
world. 


~~ SST) ee 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE SAINTS CONSIDERED. 


From the Manufcript of the Rev. Mr. Toplady.  Firft inferted in 
the London Gofpel Magazine by the Editor of his Works. 


WHEN Chrift made his triumphant entry into Jerufalem, the 

. people welcomed his approach by ftrewing their garments in his way. 
What they did literally, he requires all his faints to do fpiritually. 
There are two garments which every true believer wifhes to be 
firipped of ; namely, the. garment of fin, andthe garment of 
felf-righteoufnefs. Thefe we not only lay down at the feet of 
Jefus Chrift, but even trample upon them ourfelves, when his 
Sprit begins to teach us effectually the great things of God. 
There are alfo two robes which all his converted people wifh to be 
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elothed with, and to be found in at“farge ; namely. the mantle 
of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and the inner yeft of perfonal holineds : 

of Chrift’s righteoufnefs imputed, to make us acceptable to God, 

and of the Spirit’s holinefS communicated, to make us conforma- 
ble to God. Hence we read in feripture of a two-fold robe, 

which God puts upon his people. To her, (that is, to the church 

of the elect) it was granted, freely given, and gracioufly vouch- 

fafed, as a peculiar and difcriminating favour, that fhe, and she 

only, fhould be arrayed in fine linen, clean and _ bright. 

What is that fine linen which thus conftitutes the wedding gar- 

ment of the foul? The fine linen is the righteoufnefs of the faints. 

The original preferves a diftinétion which our tranflation does not. 

The fine linen is the righteou/ne/s of the faints. The faints, there- 

fore, have a double righteoufnefs, by one of which they are incho- 

atively clean, and, in the other, confummately bright. The fancti- 
fying Spirit endues them with the former. Chrift’s own obedi- 
ence, transferred from himfelf to them, fupplies them with the 
latter. Itis true that, fince the fall of Adam, there is, in abfolute 
ftrictnefs of {peech, no more than one,righteoufnefs; and there 
never will, nor can there ever be any other, as long as the fun 
and moon endure ; even the righteoufnefs of him who did no fin, 
neither was guile found in his mouth. His righteoufnefs, and his 
alone, came up to the ftandard of God’s moft perfe@ law, and is 
for that reafon ftyled by St. Paul, the one righteoufnefs. Yet is it 
no lefs true, that there is a principle of potitive holinefs infpired 
into the breaft of every perfon who is converted by the blefied 
Spirit A principle which will never ceafe to operate, and to ex- 
tend its gracious refinement through all the powers of the foul, 
till the King’s daughter, the adopted church of the living God, 
is all-glorious within, and quite conformed to the fpotlefs image of 
her divine Father, who hath freely chofen her in Chrift, before the 
foundation of the world, that fhe fhould be holy and without 
blame before him in love. Thefe, then, conftitute the fine linen 
of the faints, namely, the merit of Chrift’s life and death, made 
over to us for our juftification ; and that inherent fan¢titude, with 
which the Holy Ghoflt’s effectual influence imbues our new-creat- 
ed fouls, and which goes on, through the power of his contiaued 
agency, to raife us into a nearer likenefs to the fpiritual and moral 
image of our covenant-God in Chrift. But take heed of con- 
founding the two together. Imagine not that imputed righteonf- 
nefs and infpired holinefs are one and the fame thing. ‘hey are 
not only diftin&, but different. And their effects are as different 
as themfelves. By righteoufnefs imputed, we are entitled to 
heaven: by holinefs infpired, we are fitted for heaven. The 
former gives a right to that never fading inheritance. The latter 
gives us internal life and health to enjoy it. A dead man might 
as foon poffefs a targe worldly eftate, as an unfanétified foul be 
capable of celeftial glory. It was Chrift’s obedience, by which 
the righteoufnefs of the law was fylfilled for us, before we were 
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born at all; and it is fanétifying grace which caufes us to walk, 
not according to the flefh, but according to the Spirit, after we, 
are born again. 

I have already referred to that paflage in the Pfalms, where 
the church is faid to be all-glorious within, or to have that within 
her (even the new principle of grace) which is all-glorious. And 
the felf-fame paffage teaches us to obferve the important and 
effential difference between the righteoufnefs which juitifies, and 
the influence which fanttifies. For it is immediately added, her 
clothing is of wrought gold; her juftifying robe mult, like a 
fumptuous mantle of ftate, be fuperinduced over all her graces 
and good works, in order to render them pleafing to thofe uncre- 
ated eyes before which angels are chargeable with folly. And 
that robe is her hufband’s righteoufnefs: A robe, not of her 
own fpinning, but of her hufband’s making, and of her hufband’s 
granting. She had no‘hand whatever either in the materials, or 
in the formation of a fingle thread ; noz even in putung it on. 
She has, indeed, an hand of faith, wherewith to reach at this 
righteoufnefs ; and fometimes has alfo an additional hand, the 
hand of full aflurance, with hich fhe embraces the heavenly do- 
nation, and wraps it clofe about her, without fear or doubting. 
But both thefe hands are the immediate gift of God, and fubfequent 
to the righteoufnefs itfelf, on which it is their office to lay hold. 
Many blafphemous fheers and {landers have been thrown out 
againit this doctrine of juftification by Chrift’s imputed merit. 
Among others, we have been repeatedly told, that “ it leads 
*people to difregard good works.” But pray, from » hat point.of 
the compafs does this frivolous and fhamelefs objection blow ? 
Look at the generality of their lives who make it, and you will 
quickly perceive that the cavil does by no means come froma 
very holy quarter. 

I do not fee that the men who boaft fo loudly of their free-will 
and good works, are at all more prat¢tically pure than the common 
run of mankind. One might naturally expect to find them 
more exemplary in the difcharges of moral duty, than the reft 
of their neighbours ; but as far as my obfervation extends, I can 
put our Lord’s queftion to moft of the free-willers I know, and 
afk, “‘ What do ye more than others ?? Many of you do not, in 2 
good fenfe, half as much ; but, ina bad fenfe, a very great part 
of you really do perform a great deal more than others ; for I 
have known fuch evil tempers, fuch evil words, and fuch evil 
actions, grow in Arminian ground, as it would be impoflible to 
exceed, either as to number or enormity, were all the other 
chriftian denominations in England to ranfack their own ftores of 
iniquity, and lay the whole collectively in an heap. Exclufively, 
however, of this remark, nothing can be more daringly and more 
mtrinfically fatfe, than to infinuate that “ Faith in Chrift’s right- 
eoufnefs leads to licentioufnefs.” Even fuppofing (for argument’s 
fake,) that this might, in fome inftances, be true, fhould we, there- 
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fore caft Chrilt’s righteoufnefs out of doors? If fo, we mult go 
farther ftill. God’s mercy muft be cafhiered by the fame rule, 
becaufe it may be poflible for fome ignorant and hardened per- 
fons, to prefume upon that mercy. Chrift’s atonement for fin 
mutt likewife be fet afide; becaufe it may be poffible for’fome 
wretched profligates to run deeper into debt, from a fuppofition 
that the debts of all mankind are difcharged beforehand. Ard it 
mult be acknowledged that.the Arminian idea of an anlimited 
propitiation, yields but too folid footing for thofe who believe it, 
to fin becaufe grace has abounded. They may argue, (and it is 
to be feared too many actually do argue) thus: ‘ God is the in- 
tentional Saviour of every individual of the human fpecies. To 
this end he has made univerfal provifion for the actual falvation of 
all mankind, without excepting one. Chrift’s blood was fhed in 
the room, and for the pardon of every body. Confequently, an 
infinite fund of mercy and of merit is laid up for me, as one indi- 
vidual of this human race. What matters it, then, how fpiritually 
prodigal Iam? Can that perfon out-run his finances whofe for- 
tune is abfolutely inexhaultible ?” Shocking as this is, it is yet 
very reafonable, on human principles ;, and it is a cap that will 
fit none but an Arminian head. Fora fimilar train of reafon- 
ing cannot poflibly fquare with the Calviniltic principles which 
aflert, that the faving mercy of God, and the redeeming merit of 
Chrift, extend to thofe adult perfons only who believe, repent and 
obey. 

it may, at firft fight, appear nota little extraordinary, that 
one and the fame man fhould wear two fuch contrary garments 
as the.garment of fin, and the garment of felf-righteoufne(s, at 
one and the fame time. 

But certain it is, that every unregenerate perfon is prone to wear 
them both at once. For though all mankind, abfiraétedly confid- 
ered in their natural Rate, are loft, and condemned by the law, 
without power to perform fo much as one fpiritually good work, 
and utterly unable (as our church ftrongly exprefles it) even “ to 
prepare themfelves for faith and calling upon God;” they fill 
fupport theméelves with a delufive imagination of their own excel- 
lency, and dream that they are all the while rich and increafed in 
goods. Now one of the grand offices of the Holy Ghoft is, to 
{trip us of both thefe deftructive coverings. To tear off the rags 
of immorality, and the rags of felf-righteoufnefs, together. 

_ Either of which (how much more the two in conjunéGion !) if 
finally worn, muft, like the poifoned fhirt of Hercules, inevitably 
confign the wearer to horrors, and agony, and death. The Lord 
never takes any thing away from his people, in the courfe of grace, 
or in the courfe of providence, without giving them fomething 
better in return. What they have not in kind, fhall be made up to 
them in kindnefs. Thus when the Spirit, like an invincible ftroke 
of lightning, finges or even fcorches off both the unholy and the 
pharifaical rags, in which we, by nature, wrap ourfelves, what 
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does he give us in lieu of them? He does not leave us naked. 
Having caufed our filthy garments to pafs from us, he clothes us 
with change of raiment. He puts the righteousnefs of Chrift 
on our backs, and breathes a ray of his own holinefs into our 
hearts. By thefe means, as good Dr. Marton fomewhere obferves, 
the elec refemble queen Efther, who “ when chofen to be king 
Anhafuerus’s confort, was clothed out of the royal wardrobe ; and 
then accomplifhed the ftated months of her purification.”” In like 
manner, believers are firft juftified by the Meffiah’s obedience ; and 
next fanctified by the Eternal Spirit, before they are actually trans- 
mitted to the immediate prefence of the Majefty on high. 


——aa °°: 6D 1) ae 


EXTRACT FROM CALVIN 


On the Dodrine of the Trinity—That the one effence of God doth contain 
in it three Perfons. 


THAT which is taught in the fcriptures touching the infinite 
and fpiritual eflence of God, doth not only ferve to overthrow the 
dotings of the common people, but alfo to refute the fubtleties of 
profane philofophy. One of the old writers faid fincerely, that, 
God is all that which we fee, and which we do not fee. And God 
doth fo declare himfelf to be one, that he doth diftin@ly propound 
and fet forth himfelf to be confidered in three perfons, which ex- 
cept we hold, there doth only the bare name of God fwim about 
ia our brain, without the true God. When the apoftle in Heb. i. 
3, calleth the Son of God the engraven image of his Father’s per- 
fon, undoubtedly he affigneth fome being to the Father, wherein 
he differeth from his Son : the fame reafon is in the Holy Ghoft ; 
becaufe we fhall prove by and by that he is both God, and yet 
that we mult needs think that he is another than the Father. I 

rant that we mult with no lefs reverence fpeak of God, than 
think of him. But when the thing is all one, though the word be 
not found in the fame fyllables in the fcriptures, it ought in no 
cafe to be rejected: otherwife all preaching and interpreting of the 
{criptures mult be taken away. With like neceflity is the church 
enforced to ufe the word Trinity. And fuch words do come in 
ufe, and ftand in ftead, when we muft avow the truth againft flan- 
derers and cavillers. So againft Arius, the Son was called Con- 
fubftantial, and againft Sabellius it was proved, that the Trinity of 
perfons did fubfift in one God. Therefore, if the words be not in- 
vented in vain, we muft beware that in refufing the fame, we be 
not thought to be proudly bold. Would God they were buried, 
fo that all did agree together in this faith, that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoflt, are one God: and yet that neither the Son is the 
Father, or the Holy Ghoft the Son, but that they are diftinguifhed 
by acertain property. But omitting to difpute of words, let us 
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now fpeak of the thing itfelf: I call a perfon a fubfiftence in 
the eflence of God, which being referred unto the reft, is diftin- 
guifhed by a certain incommunicable property, or which is not com- 
mon to the other. A fubfiftence is another thing than an effence. 
For if the Word were fimply God, and had nothing proper {ev- 
erally to itfelf, then had John faid amifs, in faying, that it was 
always with God :;,Where he addeth forthwith, that that Word was 
God. 

Before I go any further, I mult prove the Godhead of the Son, 
and alio of the Holy Ghoft ; that done, we fhall fee how they dif- 
fer. Surely torasmuch as the Word of God is fpoken of in the 
{criptures, it were an abfurd thing to imagine only a fading or 
vanifhing voice; which being uttered in the air, doth come forth 
without God himfelf, when as the Word is rather meant to be the 
perpetual wifdom of God, refident with God, from which both or- 
acles and alfo all prophecies did proceed. For as Peter doth witnefs, 
the old prophets did no lefs {peak by the Spirit of Chrift, than 
the apoftles, and whofoever they were, which after them had the 
adminiftration of the celeftial doétrine. And becaufe Chrift was 
not as yet revealed, we muft needs underftand the Word begotten 
of the Father before all worlds. And if fo be that Spirit was the 
Spirit of the Word, whofe inftruments the prophets were, we do 
undoubtedly gather that he was very God. Which thing Mofes 
doth teach plainly enough in the creation of the world, Gen. iii. 1, 
3, when he fetteth that word as inthe middle. The apoftles teach 
Heb. i. 2, that the world was made by the Son, and that he bear- 
eth all things by his mighty word. To the fame end tendeth the 
faying of Ckrift, My Father and I work until this day. John v. 17. 
It is unadvifedly to imagine an innovation of the fubftance of God. 
For if there fhould have been in him any thing coming from elfe- 
where, that of James fhould fall to the ground. Jamesi. 17. There 
is with God no change or fhadow of change. Inthe very moment 
wherein God faid, Let light be made, the power of the Word ap- 
peared, therefore it was long before. Hereby we ought to be fully 
certified that Chrift is that Word being clad with flefh. Whereup- 
on the prophet faith, Pfalm xlv. 7, Thy throne, O God, is forever. 
There 1s no where in the fcriptures any fuch place extant as afcrib- 
eth an eternal throne to a creature: neither is he only called God, 
but alfo the eternal Governor. Secondly. This title is given to 
none, without an addition, as it is faid that Mofes fhall be as a God 
to Pharaoh. 

Chrift is the true Jehovah, whence floweth righteoufnefs : feeing 
the church perceiveth this in deed, it doth for juft caufes rejoice in 
~ this name. If thefe things do not fatisfy the Jews, let them look 
why Jehovah or the Lord, is fo often prefented in the perfon of an 
Angel. The found doctors of the church did well and wifely in- 
terpret the Son of God to be the Prince of angels or the chief ‘An- 
gel, who began before his incarnation, as by a certain entrance or 
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preparation, to execute the office of a Mediator. The fame mean- 
ing hath Ofea who after he hath reckoned up the combat of Jacob 
with the Angel, Ofeas xii. 5, The Lord, faith he, the God of hofts, 
Jehovah worthy of memory, is his name. The confeffion of the 
holy Patriarch doth fufficiently declare, that he was no created 
angel, but in whom the full Godhead did refty when he faith, I faw 
God face to face: and hence came thar of Paul alfo, that Chri 
did “teeg the people in the wildernefs. As for the New Te‘ta- 
ment, it is full of teftimonies. And if fo be we efteem his Godhead 
by his works, which are afcribed to him every where in the {crip- 
tures, it fhall as yet more evidently appear by them. For when he 
faid that he wrought fince the beginning with his Father, thé Jews, 
which were moft dull to underitand his other fayings, did yet per- 
ceive that he took upon him the divine power. And it appeareth 
moft evidently in miracles. Men have diltributed the gifts of God 
according to their miniftry, but Chrift did exercife his own power. 
And how can he choofe, but be the author of the miracles, who by 
his own authority committeth to others the diftribution thereof ! 

Furthermore, if there be no falvation, no righteoufnefs, no life 
without God, and Chrift containeth all thefe things in himfelf, fure- 
ly he is fhewed to be God. He is not faid to have received falva- 
tion, but to be faivation himfelf, and alfo goodnefs, righteoufnefs, 
light. In him we believe, upon him do we call. Whereby it doth 
neceflarily appear that he is God. 


ES ST. 


LUTHER’S DECLARATION, THAT CHRIST IS TRUE GOD. 


Extraaed from his Familiar Difcourfes. 


THAT Chrift, the Son of the Virgin Mary, is true God, of the 
fame, the {cripture is full of witneffes, efpecially in the gofpel of the 


holy evangelift St. John, chap. 8, where the Jews, being offended . 


at his doétrine, asked him, and faid, Who art thou then? And Je- 
fus faid unto them, firft, lam he that fpeaketh with you ; as if he 
would fay, I am your Prophet and Preacher, according as Mofes 
told your fore-fathers. I will raife them up a prophet from among 
their brethren like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth, 
and he shall fpeak unto them all that I fhall command him: That 
is, firft and before all things, Hear ye me ; as then fhall ye. fee 
who lam; I am even he of whom Mofes prophefied. This fay- 
ing of our Lord Chrift founded fomewhat more mild and modelt 
than if he had faid, Iam the Meffiah. St. Auftin did very muck 
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perplex himfelf about this fpeech which our Saviour Chrift made to 
the Jews. It is, therefore, very needful and expedient for every 
good chriftian to read the ancient fathers ‘with caution and chrif- 
tian-like underftanding ; for they were but men as we are, and of- 
tentimes they failed and erred. Alli fentences in the holy Scrip- 
tures, which do {peak of the faith in Chrilt, do clearly shew that he 
is true natural God; otherwife it were idolatry, and again{t the 
firft commandment, (thou /halt have none other Gods) to believe in 
Chrift, if he were not God; for God gives his honor to none other, 
Ifa. 42. But this article (that Chrift is true God) is grounded in 
the holy Scriptures through dure and {trong witnefles, efpecially in 
the New Teltament, where oftentimes Chrift is named God with 
clear and exprefs words, as John 1, In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, &c. 
And John 20, the apoftle Themas alfo calleth Chrift, God ; where 
he faith, My Lord, and my God. In like manner St. Paul, Rom. 
g, {peaketh of Chrift, that he is God, where he faith, Who is God 
over all, blefled forever, Amen. And Col. 2, In Chrift dwelleth 
all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily; that is, fubftantially. 
Chrift muft needs be true God, seeing he, through himfelf, fuifilled 
and overcame the law; for molt certain it is that no one elfe could 
have vanquifhed the law, whether angel or human creature, but 
Chrift only overcame and fulfilled it, insomuch that it can neither 
hurt nor condemn thofe that believe in him; therefore moft cer- 
tainly he is the Son of God, and natural God. Now if we take 
hold on and comprehend Chrift in this manner, as the Holy Scrip- 
ture doth display and paint him before us, then certainit is, that 
we can neither err nor be put to confufion; and as then we may 
eafily conclude and judge what is right to be held of all manner of 
divine qualities, religions, and worfhippings which are ufed and 
practifed in the circle of the univerfal world. But if in cafe this 
picturing of Chrift be removed out of our fight, or be darkened in 
us, then undeniably muft needs follow a difflolute and difordered 
confusion. For human and natural reafon, wifdom, and under- 
ftanding cannot judge aright, nor cenfure truly of the laws of God ; 
therein hath been and ftill is exhaufted and confumed the arts of 
all philofophers, of all the learned and worldly-wife among the 
children of men. For the law doth rule and govern over mankind, 
therefore the law judgeth and cenfureth mankind, and not man- 
kind the law. 
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THE COUNTESS OF HUNTINGDON’S PREFACE TO 
HER EXCELLENT’ COLLECTION OF HYMNS. _ 


Publifbed in London—1780. 


THIS Co}leétion of Hymns will be found not for the indulgence 
of the poetical geniufes of the prefent age. It is meant for the 
feeking heart, whofe objeé& is an acquaintance with pure, fimple, 
fcriptural truths, and only intended for that relatively beft for 
their prefent and eternal good. Should it fall into the hands of 
any who are ignorant of their wretched ftate by nature, and who 
are carelefsly travelling this miferable earth, wanting a refuge 
from the pain and inquietude of a guilty confcience, and a per- | 
pected and diftrefled mind, they may find in every page inftruc- 

ion to Jefus Chrift, as the way, and the only way, to peace, truth, 
and righteoufnefs; The Spirit of the living God alone can prove 
to an unpardoned finner that he ftands now, from the teftimony 
of guilt in his own heart, a criminal, and being thus witnefs againft 
himiclf here before God, death cannot alter the fentence. The 
truth of his real condition muft be altered uot by his aétions, but 
by a power that renders his fins blotted out, and in the room of 
guilt, pardon of fin muft be effectually known by him, and peace 
with God, and a delight in all his ways. Thus by the atonement 
made for fin, good news is brought to light by the gofpel, and, 
through faith, the pledge of a blefled immortality fecured. 

Everv law muft condemn the creature ; and the purer the law, 
the more certain it is to utter its voice in the fentence of juftice. 
Even the heathen’s law, which every man makes for himfelf, will 
have its accufations by the confent of that authority given by 
man himfelf to condemn him. 

Thus while no relief can be found, why trifle with that immortal 
foul of thine? Leave reafoning, take the truth of your own con- 
dition, known and felt by yourfelf, and proved by the neceflity of 
a Saviour undertaking for you. Read your own picture in the 
pages of fcripture, and yield yourfelf, as the happieft of creatures, 
to thofe convictions which will daily afford you comforts that are 
above all others in life, and from the effeéts of which, wrought by 
God’s power, your further proof muft follow of the fucceeding 
and eternal happinefs of your immortal foul. Do not fuppofe that 
God, who made that which is without, did not make that which 
is witbin alfo ; and therefore remember, that divine and invifible 
inftruétion muft be the means of truth and certainty to man as 
revealed by the Spirit of God, and which our gracious Immanuel, 
who is himfelf the effential truth, and that intelligence of it toman, 





7 


Counte/s of Huntingdon’s Preface. 45 


occafionally fpeaks in fofter or louder accents, but always to be 
felt, teftifying, Why will ye die? Into whatfoever hands thefe 
few experimental Hymns may fall, materially may they be found 
to alarm the fecure, and comfort the feveral wants of all, or any. 
Never forget that you muft die alone. None of the neareft or 
deareft friends can help you on a dying bed. Stupid infenfibility 
may be the ftate of the wretched moments which protracé the 
Jaft hour of breathing here, but the fearful looking for of judg- 
ment, mult open to the fucceeding.world. How mutt any then, 
lament their not hearkening to that friend for eternity, who can 
deftroy thofe fearful hours by the fmiles of grace and peace, and 
whofe people find death the welcome meffenger of everlafting joy 
and reft. his will belt prove the vanity of all temporal good, 
when compared with thus fecuring that which is forever. Few 
believe the certainty of the forgivenefs of fins, as an experimental 
truth. They fuppofe the meaning in general of Chrift’s death in- 
cludes it ; but ought it not to be remarked, that no condemned 
criminal would be made happy, but by the pofeffon of liberty from 
the authority of the law-giver? Thus afk any fenfible finner, and 
he will teil you, that nothing but a free, full, and final difcharge 
for his fins can be a comfort to him. This, every word of the 
gotpel means, wherever it is clearly preached ; and fhort of this, 
ormality on the one hand, or fuperftition on the other, pafles for 
thofe real evidences, which chriftianity means fhould be the folid 
comfort of the heart, by that true information, which divine and 
{piritual knowledge only can communicate. This point mult be 
Maintained by each individual for himfelf, and the hypocrite, un- 
der any character, appearing, will not affe& that foundation the 
Spirit of God has eltablifhed in the hearts of thofe he has made 
his own. A word of confolation only semains to the happy pos- 
feflors of thofe divine evidences of truth Be affured, a day does 
not pafs, but it is adding ftrength to the reft and joy of your eter- 
nity. Follow but faithfully and humbly the convictions of thofe 
truths you have received, and you will-find that the various clouds 
of afflictions, how great foever they may be, are but preparing the 
iky, that the everlafting funfhine of Jefus €hrilt’s love may thine 
on the foul. To him, the moft unworthy of his followers com- 
mends you: begging that unremitting zeal, and labours of love 
for his name’s fake, may ever prove to all, who is the glorious 
Mafter you ferve, and who by his own grace alone cauies us to 
differ from the worlt exiftence on earth. 
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36° Hints to Thomas Paine. 


In the year 1807, Thomas Paine wrote from Boston in America, to the 
Editor of the Gospel Magazine, observing he was just recovered 
from a fit of illness, and that he should soon write a third part 
of the Age of Reason; on which challenge, I addressed the fol- 
lowing observations, which were inserted in the Gospel Magazine. 
Mr. Paine died in 1809. 


HINTS TO THOMAS PAINE, 
ON HIS PROMISE OF THE THIRD PART OF THE ‘** AGE OF REASON,.”’ 


IT ought to be obferved by infidels, that though they are 
always oppofing prieftcraft, fuperftition, inconfiftency, felf-contra- 
dictions, &c. all of which they think men fupport from the f{crip- 


‘tures, but which every /piritual man fees oppoted by thofe holy men, 


who wrote as they were infpired by the Holy Spirit, with greater 
zeal and power than ever infidels fet about the work. A deift 
may eafily overthrow prieftcraft and fuperftition, as he may popery 
and every falfe religion, dut no deift has ever yet oppofed divine reve- 
lation : they have never difcovered what this revelation is ; it is 
the myftery that has been hid from ages, and from generations, 
but has always been made manifelt to the faints; it is * Chrift in 
them the hope of glory ;”’ this is called the “ revelation of Chrift,” 
every man knows this revelation who has ¢rue religion; fo that 
thofe who are ignorant of it, if they attempt to oppofe, only op- 
pofe their mifconceived notions of the matter ;_ religion there- 
fore can never be injured by its moft malicious adverfaries, for 
God hides thefe things from the wife and prudent, and reveals 
them to babes—thus the Lord turns wife men backward, makes 
their knowledge foolifhnefs, and makes diviners mad. 

A blind man may as well attempt to convince me that the fun 
gives no light, as a deift teli me there is no revelation from God, 
when my eyes have feen, my hands have handled, and my mouth 
tafted the word of life. 

1 believe Mr. Paine’s underftanding is not capable of difcerning 
any thing of this kind, for no man can receive any thing in this 
refpect, except it be given him from above; it is the anointing 
that teaches us all things: and the fpiritual man judgeth all 
things, yet he himfelf is judged of no man. 

Thefe things have been fpoken in parables, by the fervants of 
God in all ages of the church, that the reprobate might hear with 
their ears, and not underftand with their hearts, having eyes but 
perceiving not, for the carnal man cannot difcern {piritual things, 
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they require fpiritual eyefight. It is granted that Voltaire, 
Hume, and other deifts have confounded moft of the book-/earned 
of the age: but I look upon all that get their religion from any 
other fource but the teaching of God’s Spirit to be worfe than 
infidels ; nor do I believe that any of thefe earned men, as they call 
themfelves, who have attempted to write againft deifm, were any 
better themfelves, their craft was in danger, and moft of them 
were urged to write from that fordid ftimula. 

No deift can hate with more perfect hatred, than my foul hateth 
all prieftcraft, hypocrisy, Arminian cant, Methodiftical rant, and all 
fhapes of falfe religion ; at the fame time, I know there is a God, 
and that he reveals himfelf to a few of the children of men : His 
fecret is with them that fear him, and he will fhew them his cove- 
nant, and he hath given me an underftanding to know him that 
is true, and [ am in him thatis true, even in his Son Jefus Chrift, 
he is the true God and eternal life. 

Deifts will fay, “ This man is mad :”? I know well that the {pirit- 
ual man has always been accounted mad. 1 believe that no true 
knowledge of God can be derived from the works of creation or 
providence, which makes me diflike ‘ Brown’s treatife on natural 
and revealed religion :”’* he might as well have written an “ Age 
of Reafon ;” natural religion is not from above, but is carnal, fen- 
fual and devilifh. A man’s natural wifdom may inftruét him in 
Natura: things ; fo Thomas Paine may write well on things that his 
capacity will reach, but he fhews the depravity of his mind, by 
Writing on a fubject, he has not the leaft difcernment in. 

I have no doubt but the fcriptures of truth appear very incon- 
fiftent in his view ; and it would be equally abfurd to attempt 
making them appear otherwife, asit would to explain to a blind 
man the diftinétion of colours. 

Thofe things are written to blind the eyes of them that believe 
not; fo God choofes their delufions, that they might believe a lie, 
that they might be damned. Mr. Paine might fave himfelf the 
trouble of writing to convince the generality of mankind of the 
inconfiltency of the Bible, for every man muft view it inconfiftent, 
who has not been taught by the fame Spirit, which the prophets 
and apoftles were ; for all the church of God have one heart and 
one way, and no man knoweth that way but him that walketh in 
it ; though thoufands profefs to be walking in it, only the redcem- 
ed of the Lord fhall be found there; and if Thomas Paine were 
to live an hundred years twice told, and do nothing but write 
againit revelation, though he may beget an hundred children in his 
own likenefs, Ae never will convince one of the redeemed of the Lord, 
that there is no revelation of God but what is to be read in 


* Also Brown's * Self Interpreting Bible,” even ia the very title, implies 
that there is no need of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to undersiand 


the Scriptures ; whereas if we are not of God, we shall remain ignorant 
of the scriptures. 
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38 State of Religion in Vermont. 


creation and providence; and after all his writing, if his foul be 
never filled with good, and if he have no burial, an untimely 
birth is better than he !” 

G. S. W. 


TuNBRIDGE WELLS. 


P. S. When Hervey wrote againft Lord Bolingbroke, he tries 
to make revelation appear palatable to his Lordfhip’s tafte; but 
this is ftriving at a thing.impoffible, (except the Lord changed his 
heart.) Is it any wonder the writings of Tacitus fhould be more ac- 
ceptable to the carnal mind, than the imftruétions of the Holy 
Spirit ? 

The carnal mind is enmity againft God ; it is not fubjeé to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. It is naturally fubje&t to 
Satan, who leads unregenerate men captive at his will. Though 
Hervey boldly addreffes the noble infidel as follows, “ Who is this 
uncircumcifed Philiftine, faid David, that he fhould defy the armieés 
of the living God? And who is this Tacitus, would I ask, this 
darling author, that he fhould be raifed to the skies, while the di- 
vine hiftorians are trodden to the duft ?” this writer muft be plac- 
ed in fuch great fuperiority to Mofes, Jofhua, and Samuel. This 
the hiftory (rife, criticifm, and refent the indignity !) that is fpoken 
of with applaufe and rapture, even while the facred annals are 
treated with difrefpe@ and obloquy. 

As Chrift is only precious to them who believe, fo the word of 
Chrift only dwells richly in all wifdom, in the hearts where God 
himfelf dwells. Infidels will therefore go on to ridicule, except 
fuch as God in fovereign grace calls out of darknefs into marvel- 


lous light. 
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State of Religion in Vermont in the year 1805, extracted from the 
London Evangelical Magazine. 


A LETTER from a preacher, fent out from fome Societies in 
Scotland, gives no very favourable account of the ftate of true 
chriftianity in the ftate of Vermont. He fays, * The inhabiiants 
are not unwilling to hear: but the number of preachers is fo 
fmall, that a great majority of the people are deftitute of public 
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inftruction. The minifters,’”” he fays, ‘read dry metaphytical 
fermons, in the ttyle of Dr. Hopkins, whofe fyitem may be termed 
Calviniftic quietifn. There are many Arminian Baptiit preachers, 
fome of whom can fcarcely read: they behave in a diforderiy 
manner in their meetings, and are led away by enthuliafm, {fo 
that the ways of God are evil fpoken of.” 


A vilit which the writer of this letter made to Canada, for 
two weeks, did not imprefs him with a more fawourable opiniogsof 


the religious ftate of that province. 


—ae > ED i ae 


LUTHER ON THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS. 


Arter Luther had once publicly expounded the Epiltle to the 
Galatians, he took in hand to interpret the fame again, in fuch fort 
as in this treatife hereafter doth enfue; the caufe whereof he doth 
declare in thefe few words following. I have taken in hand, in the 


name of the Lord, yet once again, to expound this epiltle of Se. 
Paul to the Galatians: not becaufe I do detire to teach new tuings, 


or ijuch as ye have not heard before, efpecially fince that, by the 
grace of Chriit, Paul is now thoroughly known unto you, but for 
that (as I have often forewarned you) this we have to fear as the 
greateft and nearelt danger, lefl Satan take from us this do¢trine of 
faith, and bring into the church again the doé@trine of works and 
men’s traditions. Wherefore it is very neceflary, that this doctrine 
be kept in continuai practice and public exercife both of reading 
and hearing. And although it be never fo well known, never fo 
exatly learned, yet the devil, who continually rangeth about, feck- 
ing to devour us, is not dead. Likewife our fleth and old man is 
yet alive. Betides this, all kinds oi temptations vex and opprefs us 
on every fide : Wherefore this doétrine can never be taught; urged, 
and repeated enough. If this dottrine be loft, then is alfo the doc- 
trine of truth, life and falvation loit and gone. If this doctrine 
flourifh, then all good things flourith, religion, the true fervice of 
God, the glory of God, the right knowledge of all things which 
are neceflary for a chriftian man to know. Becaufe therefore we 
would be occupied and not idle, we will there begin now where we 
made an end, according to the faying of the fon of Sirach : When 
a man hath done what he can, he muft begin again. In this epiltle 
Paul goeth about to eftablith the doétrine of faith, grace, forgive- 
nefs of fins, or chriftian righteoufnefs, to the end that we may 
have a perfect knowledge and difference between chriftian right- 
eoufnefs and all other kinds of righteoufnefs. path 
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VERSES ON THE DEATH OF REV. JAMES HERVEY, 





Verfes on the death of Rev. Fames Hervey, 


BY COWPER. 


PLACIDIQ; IBI DEMUM QUIEVIT. 


Then calm at length he breath’d his soul away. 


*“ OH moft delightful hour by man 
“‘ Experienced here below ; 

“‘ The hour that terminates his fpan, 
“ His folly and his wo. 


* Worlds thould not bribe me back to tread 


* Again life’s dreary watte ; 
* To fee my days again o’erfpread 
“© With all the gloomy patt. 
“ My home henceforth is in the skies, 
« Earth, feas, and fun adieu ; 
«© All heav’n unfolded to my eyes, 
“ T have no fight for you.” 


Thus fpake Afpatio, firm poffett 
Of faith’s fupporting rod ; 

Then breath’d his foul into its reft, 
The bofom of his God. 


He was a man among the few 
Sincere on virtue’s fide, 

And all his ftrength from {fcripture drew, 
To hourly ufe apply’d. 

That rule he priz’d, by that he fear’d, 
He hated, hop’d and lov’d, 

Nor ever frown’d, or fad appear’d, 
But when his heart had rov’d. 


For he was frail as thou or I, 
And evil felt within ; 

But when he felt it, heav’d a figh, 
And loath’d the thought of fin. 

Such liv’d Aspatio, and at latt, 
Call’d up from earth to heav’n, 

The gulf of death triumphant pafs’d, 
By gales of blefling driven. 

His joys be mine, each reader cries, 
When my laft hour arrives : 

They fhall be yours, my verfe replies, 
Such only be your lives. 


——— ee 
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